WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 



1. A cipher key producing method comprising: 

a step\f reading- a first proper information out from a 
recording medium wherein the first proper information is 



recording medium\ recorded with program information from 
other recording meaaums; 

a step of reading out a second proper information 
inherent to a reproduction apparatus from a memory means of 
the reproduction apparatus wherein the second proper 
information discr iminatesV the reproduction apparatus from 
other reproduction apparatuses for reading out the program 
information of the recording iWdiiiJn; 

a step of reading out /flromU the recording medium a 
specific information whidbi \ s^ecifies at least one 

preferred information of the program \nf ormat ion ; and 

a step of producing at least otoe cipher key for reading 
out said one preferred program whetXein the cipher key is 
produced through a calculation process according to a 
predetermined algorithm by using saM first and second 
proper information and the specific information. 

2. A cipher key producing method comprising: 

a step of reading a proper informaticWi out from a 
recording: medium wherein the proper informatioX is inherent 
to the recording medium and discriminates thk recording 
medium recorded with program information fr\pm other 




t 



recording medium and discriminates the 
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recording mediums; 

N a step of reading out from the recording medium a 
specific information which specifies at least one 

preferred information of the program information; and 

a step of producing at least one cipher key for reading 
out said None preferred information wherein the cipher key 
is produced\ through a calculation process according to a 
predetermined algorithm by using said proper information and 
the specific information. 

3. A cipher key prodWing method comprising: 

a step of reading\a proper information out from a 
recording medium wherein tfee^ pnoper information is inherent 
to the recording medium afftxi Vdiscr iminates the recording 
medium recorded with program \^ information from other 
recording mediums; \ 

a step of reading out fromV the recording medium a 
specific information which specifies, at least one preferred 
information of the program inf ormat ion\ and 

a step of producing at least one cipher key for reading 
out said one preferred information whereisn the cipher key 
is produced through a calculation process \according to a 
predetermined algorithm by using said proper information. 

4. A cipher key producing method comprising: \ 

a step of reading out a proper information inherent to 
a reproduction apparatus from a memory means oV the 
reproduction apparatus wherein the proper information 
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discriminates tfie reproduction apparatus from other 
reproduction apparatuses for reading out the program 
information of the recording medium; 

a\ step of reading out from the recording medium a 
speciiic\ information which specifies at least one 

preferred \information of the program information; and 

a stepVf producing at least one cipher key for reading 
out said one preferred information wherein the cipher key 
is produced through a calculation process according to a 
predetermined algorithm by using said proper information and 
the specific information. 



Ill 
SI 

W 



5. A cipher key producing ][\nethod comprising: 

a step of reading a\ proper information out from a 
recording- medium whereiiV tfy$\ l^XPPer information is inherent 
to the recording medium and\ discriminates the recording 
medium recorded with prograr\ information from other 
recording mediums; 

a step of assigning a code numtter by a user; 
a step of receiving the code numker from the user; and 
a step of producing at least one cSipher key for reading 
a program information out from the recording medium wherein 
the cipher key is produced through a calculation process 
according to a predetermined algorithm by asging said proper 
information and the code number 



6. A cipher key producing method comprising: 

a step of reading a proper information ou\ from a 
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recording" medium wherein the proper information is inherent 
tov the recording medium and discriminates the recording 
medMim recorded with program information from other 
recorXing mediums; 

a s^tep of assigning a code number by a user; 
a step of receiving the code number from the user; 
a stepV of reading out from the recording medium a 
specific information which specifies at least one 

preferred information of the program information assigned by 
the user; and 

a step of producing a cipher key for reading out said 
one preferred information wherein the cipher key is 
produced through a ca\cul4rtiV>n process according to a 
predetermined algorithm b|v usmg said proper information, 
and the code number, and t^e\pq^ific information. 



7. A cipher key producing metnod, wherein the cipher key 
is recorded in other area than a main information area of an 
optical disc by a request of a Vser and utilized for 
reproducing main information comprisini 

a step of assigning a discr iminat id^i sentence which is 
utilized for reproducing main information recorded in an 
optical disc by the user; 

a step of selecting a specific information which 
specifies at least one preferred information the main 

information by the user; 

a step of transmitting said discrimination sentence and 
the specific information to a software house; and 
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a step of proWlng a cipher key for reading out said 
one preferred inflation wherein the cipher key is 
reduced through a X^ation process according to a 
predetermined algorithm 
sentence and the specific information 



ng said discrimination 



/ A cipher key writing method comprising: 
L a step of reading a proper information out from a 

recording medium wherein the proper information is inherent 
to the recording medium and discriminates the recording 
medium recorded with program information from other 

recording mediums; 

a step of assigning a code number by a user; 
a step of receiving the code number from the user; 
a step of producing a cipher key for reading out a 
pro .ram information from the recording medium wherein the 
( . ipher Key is produced through a calculation process 
according to a predetermined algorithm by using said proper 
information and the code number; and 

a step of writing the cipher key in one of a 
continuing area and an adjoining area. wherein said 
continued area continues to an area and said adjoining area 
is independent of said continuing area an adjoins said area 
L„ which the proper information of the recording medium is 
recorded, and a magnetic recording area which is provided 
in the recording: medium. 

9 . A cipher key writing method in accordance with claim 8, 
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comprising-: 

a step of reading- a proper information out from a 
recording medium wherein the proper -information is inherent 
to the recording medium and discriminates the recording 
medium recorded with program information from other 
recording mediums; 

a step of assigning a code number by a user; 

a step of receiving the code number from the user; 

a step of reading out from the recording medium a 
specific information which specifies at least one 

preferred information of the program information assigned by 
the user ; and 

a step of producing a cipher key for reading out a 
program information from the recording medium wherein the 
cipher key is produced through a calculation process 
according to a predetermined algorithm by using said proper 
information, the code number, and the specific 

information; and 

a step of writing the cipher key in one of a 
continuing area and an adjoining area, wherein said 
continued area continues to an area and said adjoining area 
is independent of said continuing area an adjoins said area 
in which the proper information of the recording medium is 
recorded, and a magnetic recording area which is provided 
in the recording medium. 

10. A cipher key writing system comprising: 

readout means for reading a proper information out from 
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a recording medium wherein the proper information is 
inherent to the recording- medium and discriminates the 
recording medium recorded with program information from 
other recording mediums; 

reading means for reading a code number arbitrarily 
assigned by a user from the recording medium; 

transmission means for transmitting said proper 
information of the recording medium and the code number to a 
cipher key producing device; 

receiving means for receiving a cipher key from the 
cipher key producing device; and 

add-on writing means for writing the cipher key in one 
of a continuing area and an adjoining area, wherein said 
continuing area continues to an area and said adjoining area 
Ls independent of said continuing area and adjoins said area 
in which the proper information of the recording medium is 
recorded, and a magnetic recording area which is provided 
in the recording medium. 

1.1. A cipher key writing system comprising: 

readout means for reading a proper information out from 
a recording medium wherein the proper information is 
inherent to the recording medium and discriminates the 
recording medium recorded with program information from 
other recording mediums; 

first reading means for reading a code number 
arbitrarily assigned by a user; 

second reading means for reading out from the recording 




medium a specific information which specifies at least one 
preferred information of the prog-ram information; 

transmission means for transmitting said proper 
information of the recording medium and the code number to a 
cipher key producing device; 

receiving means for receiving a cipher key from the 
cipher key producing device; and 

add-on writing means for writing the cipher key in one 
of a continuing area and an adjoining area, wherein said 
continuing area continues to an area and said adjoining area 
is independent of said continuing area and adjoins said area 
in which the proper information of the recording medium is 
recorded, and a magnetic recording area which is provided 
in the recording medium. 

1^2 . An optical disc reproduction method for reproducing 
'program information of an optical disc by a reproduction 
apparatus wherein the optical disc is previously recorded 
with the program information and an optical disc ID which 
discriminates the optical disc from other optical discs 
comprising : 

a step of reading out the optical disc ID from the 
optical disc; 

a step of reading out a drive ID inherent to a 
reproduction apparatus from a memory means for the 
reproduction apparatus ; 

a step of reading out from the optical disc a specific 
information which specifies at least one preferred 
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information of the program information; 

a step of producing at least one cipher key for reading- 
out said one preferred program in accordance with the 
optical disc ID, and the drive ID, and the specific 
information; and 

a step of permitting reproduction of said one preferred 
program of the program information recorded in the optical 
disc: by using said cipher key. 

ill. An optical disc reproduction method in accordance with 
claim 12, wherein the step of permitting reproduction of 
said one preferred information is further comprised of a 
calculation process utilizing one of the optical disc ID 
arid the drive ID, and said method is further comprised of a 
step of judging whether the title key is previously assigned 
to said one preferred information of the program 
i n forma t ion . 

14/ An optical disc: reproduction method for reproducing 
program information of an optical disc: by a reproduction 
apparatus wherein the optical disc is previously recorded 
with the program information and an optical disc ID which 
discriminates the optical disc from other optical discs 
cornp rising: 

a step of reading out the optical disc ID from the 
optical disc ; 

a step of reading out from the optical disc a specific: 
information which specifies at least one preferred 



-45- 



information of the program information; 

a step of producing* at least one cipher key for reading* 
out said one preferred information from the 
optical disc ID and the specific information; and 

a step of permitting reproduction of said one preferred 
information of the program information recorded in 
the optical disc by using said cipher key. 

15. An optical disc reproduction method in accordance with 
claim 14, wherein the step of permitting reproduction of 
said one preferred information is further comprised of a 
calculation process using the optical disc ID, and is 
further comprised of a step of judging whether the title 
key is previously assigned to said preferred information of 
the program information. 



1,6. An optical disc reproduction method for reproducing 
program information of an optical disc by a reproduction 
apparatus wherein the optical disc is previously recorded 
with the program information and an optical disc ID which 
discriminates the optical disc from other optical discs 
comp r i sing : 

a step of reading out the optical disc ID from the 
optical disc; 

a step of producing at least one cipher key for reading 
out at least one program information recorded in the optical 
disc from the optical disc ID; and 

a step of permitting reproduction of said program 
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information recorded in the optical disc by using- said 
cipher key. 

/ 

V7 . An optical disc reproduction method for reproducing 
program information of an optical disc by a reproduction 
apparatus wherein the optical disc is previously recorded 
with the program information comprising: 

a step of reading out a drive ID inherent to a 
reproduction apparatus from a memory means for the 
reproduction apparatus; 

a step of reading out from the optical disc a specific 
information which specifies at least one preferred 
information of the program information; 

a step of producing at least one cipher key for reading 
out said preferred information from the drive ID and the 
specific information; and 

a step of permitting reproduction of said preferred 
information recorded in the optical disc: by using the cipher 
key . 

18. An optical disc reproduction method in accordance with 
claim 17, wherein the step of permitting reproduction of 
said one preferred information is further comprised of using 
the drive ID additionally, and said method is further 
comprised of a step of judging whether the title key is 
previously assigned to said one preferred information of the 
program information . 
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23 . An information reproduction method for reproducing 

/ 

program information of a recording medium by a reproduction 
apparatus wherein the recording medium is previously 
recorded with the program information and a proper 
information which is inherent to the recording medium and 
discriminates the recording medium from other recording 
mediums comprising: 

a step of reading out the proper information from the 
recording medium wherein the proper information 
discriminates the recording mediums; 

a step of reading out a cipher key recorded in one of 
a continuing area and of an adjoining area, wherein said 
continuing area continues to an area and said adjoining area 
is independent of said continuing area and adjoins said area 
in which said proper information of the recording medium is 
recorded ; 

a step of producing a code number which is utilized to 
reproduce the program information recorded in the recording 
medium using said proper information and the cipher key; 

a step of permitting reproduction of the program 
information recorded in the recording medium -by using said 
code number. 

20. An information reproduction method for reproducing 

; 
i 

program information of a recording medium by a reproduction 
apparatus wherein the recording medium is previously 
recorded with the program information and a proper 
information which is inherent to the recording: medium and 
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discriminates the recording medium from other recording- 
mediums comprising : 

a step of reading* out the proper information from the 
recording medium; 

a step of reading out a cipher key recorded in one of 
a continuing area and of an adjoining area, wherein said 
continuing area continues to an area and said adjoining area 
is independent of said continuing area and adjoins said area 
in which said proper information of the recording medium is 
recorded ; 

a step of reading out from the recording medium a 
specific information which specifies at least one preferred 
information of the program information; 

a step of producing a code number which is utilized to 
reproduce said preferred information using said proper 
information, and the cipher key, and the specific 
Information ; and 

a step of permitting reproduction of said preferred 
information recorded in the recording medium by using said 
code number . 

'11. An information reproduction method for reproducing 
program information of a recording medium by a reproduction 
apparatus wherein the recording medium is previously 
recorded with the program information and a proper 
information which is inherent to the recording medium and 
discriminates the recording medium from other recording 
mediums comprising: 
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a step of reading* out the proper information medium 
from the recording 1 medium; 

a step of reading out a cipher key recorded in one of 
a continuing area and of an adjoining area, wherein said 
continuing area continues to an area and said adjoining area 
is independent of said continuing area and adjoins said area 
in which said proper information of the recording medium is 
recorded ; 

a step of reading a code number which is inputted by a 

user ; 

a step of producing a specific information which 
specifies at least one preferred information of the program 
information recorded in the recording medium using said 
proper information, the cipher key, and the code number; and 

a step of permitting reproduction of said one 
preferred information of the program information recorded in 
the recording medium by using said specific information. 

22. An information reproduction method for reproducing 
program information of a recording medium by a reproduction 
apparatus wherein the recording medium is previously 
recorded with the program information and a proper 
information which is inherent to the recording medium and 
discriminates the recording medium from other recording 
mediums compr ising : 

a step of reading out the proper information from the 
recording medium; 

a step of reading out a cipher key recorded in a 
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magnetic recording" area which is provided in the recording 
medium ; 

a step of producing- a code number which is utilized to 
reproduce the program information from said proper 
information and the cipher key; and 

a step of permitting reproduction of the program 
information recorded in the recording medium by using said 
code number. 

/ 

2<*> . An information reproduction method for reproducing 
program information of a recording medium by a reproduction 
apparatus wherein the recording medium is previously 
recorded with the program information and a proper 
Information which is inherent to the recording medium and 
discriminates the recording medium from other recording 
rnc d i urns comp r i sing : 

a step of reading out the proper information 
from the recording medium; 

a step of reading out a cipher key recorded in a 
magnetic recording area which is provided in the recording 
modi urn ; 

a step of reading out from the recording medium a 
specific information which specifies at least one preferred 
information of the program information; 

a step of producing a code number which is utilized to 
reproduce at least one preferred information of the program 
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information from said proper information, the cipher key, 
and the specific information; and 

a step of permitting reproduction of said one 
preferred information recorded in the recording- medium by 
using- said code number. 



24. An information reproduction method for reproducing 



prog-ram information of a recording- medium by a reproduction 
apparatus wherein the recording- medium is previously 
recorded with the program information and a proper 
information which is inherent to the recording medium and 
discriminates the recording medium from other recording 
mediums compr i sing : 

a step of reading out the proper information from the 
recording medium ; 

a step of reading out a cipher key recorded in a 
magnetic recording area which is provided in the recording 
medium ; 

a step of reading a code number which is inputted by a 

user ; 

a step of producing a specific information which 
specifies at least one preferred information of the program 
information recorded in the recording medium from said 
proper information, the cipher key, and the code number; and 

a step of permitting reproduction of said one 
preferred information of the program information by using 
said specific information. 




/ 
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25. An information reproduction method comprising: 

a step of obtaining a first discrimination sentence by 

reading out a cipher key which is recorded in other area 

than program information area of an optical disc; 

a step of inputting a second discrimination sentence by 

a user; 

a step of comparing the second discrimination sentence 
with the first discrimination sentence; and 

a step of reproducing preferred program information 
designated by the cipher key when the second discrimination 
sentence agrees with the first discrimination sentence. 

2B. An optical disc reproduction permitting method for a 
reproduction of program information of an optical disc by a 
user with a reproduction apparatus wherein the optical disc 
Ls previously recorded with the program information and an 
optical disc ID which discriminates the optical disc from 
other optical discs, and a supplier of the optical disc 
..judges whether reproduction of the program information by 
the user is permissible, said method comprising: 

a step of reading out said optical disc ID from the 
optical disc ; 

a step of reading out from a memor}^ device of a 
reproduction apparatus a drive ID which is inherent to the 
reproduction apparatus ; 

a step of reading out a specific information which is 
inherent to the program information and specifies at least 
one preferred information of the program information 
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recorded in the optical disc; 

a step of receiving said optical disc ID f and the 
proper drive ID, and the specif ic information ; 

a step of producing at least one cipher key for 
reproducing- said one preferred information from said 
optical disc ID, the drive ID, and the specific information; 
and 

a step of transmitting said cipher key to the 
reproduction apparatus for permitting reproduction of said 
one preferred information of the program information; 

An optical disc reproduction permitting method for a 
reproduction of program information of an optical disc by a 
user with a reproduction apparatus wherein the optical disc 
is previously recorded with the program information and an 
optical disc ID which discriminates the optical disc from 
other optical discs, and a supplier of the optical disc 
judges whether reproduction of the program information by 
the user is permissible, said method comprising: 

a step of reading out said optical disc ID from the 
optical disc; 

a step of reading out a specific information which is 
inherent to the program information and specifies at least 
one preferred information of the program information 
recorded in the optical disc; 

a step of receiving said optical disc ID and the 
specific information ; 

a step of producing at least one cipher key for 
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reproduction of the preferred information from said optical 
disc ID and the specific information; and 

a step of transmitting 1 said cipher key to the 
reproduction apparatus for permitting reproduction of said 
one preferred information of the program information. 



2fS . An optical disc reproduction permitting method for a 
reproduction of program information of an optical disc by a 
user with a reproduction apparatus wherein the optical disc 
is previously recorded with the program information and an 
optical disc ID which discriminates the optical disc from 
other optical discs, and a supplier of the optical disc 
.judges whether reproduction of the program information by 
the user is permissible, said method comprising: 

a step of reading out said optical disc ID from the 
op t Leal disc; 

a step of receiving said optical disc ID; 

a step of producing at least one cipher key for 
reproduction of at least one preferred information of the 
program information from said optical disc ID; and 

a step of transmitting said cipher key to said one 
reproduction apparatus for permitting reproduction of the 
preferred information of the program information recorded 
in the optical disc. 



29. An optical disc reproduction permitting method for a 
reproduction of program information of an optical disc by a 
user with a reproduction apparatus wherein the optical disc 






is previously recorded with the program information and an 
optical disc ID which discriminates the optical disc from 
other optical discs, and a supplier of the optical disc 
judges whether reproduction of the program information by 
the user is permissible, said method comprising: 

a step of reading out from a memory device of a 
reproduction apparatus a proper drive ID which is inherent 
to the reproduction apparatus; 

a step of reading out a specific information which is 
inherent to the program information and specifies at least 
one preferred information of the program information 
recorded in the optical disc; 

a step of receiving said proper drive ID and the 
specific information ; 

a step of producing at least one cipher key for 
reproduction of the preferred information using said drive 
ID and the specific information; and 

a step of transmitting said cipher key to the 
reproduction apparatus for permitting reproduction of said 
one preferred information of the program information 
recorded in the optical disc. 

3,®^ A information reproduction permitting method for a 
reproduction of program information of a recording medium 
by a user with a reproduction apparatus wherein the 
recording medium is previously recorded with the program 
information and a proper information which is inherent to 
the recording medium and discriminates the recording medium 
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from other recording mediums, and a supplier of the optical 
disc judges whether reproduction of the program information 
by the user is permissible, said method comprising: 
a step of inputting a code number by the user; 
a step of reading out from the recording medium a 
specific information which specifies at least one preferred 
information of the program information; 

a step of receiving, from the reproduction apparatus, 
said proper information read out from the recording medium 
and the code number; 

a step of producing a cipher key for reproducing said 
one preferred information using said proper information, 
the erode number, and the specific Information; and 

a step of transmitting said cipher key to the 
reproduction apparatus for permitting reproduction of said 
one preferred information of the program information 
recorded in the recording medium. 



^H/r An optical disc reproduction apparatus for reproducing 
■program information of an optical disc wherein the optical 
disc is previously recorded with the program information and 
an optical disc ID which is inherent to the optical disc and 
discriminates the optical disc from other optical discs 
comprising: 

first readout means for reading out said optical disc 
ID from the optical disc; 

memory means for storing a drive ID inherent to the 
optical disc reproduction apparatus; 




-57- 



# 



second readout means for reading out the drive ID from 
the memory means; 

third readout means for reading- out from the optical 
disc a specific information which specifies at least one 
preferred information of the program information; 

transmission means for transmitting said optical disc 
ID, the drive ID, and the specific information to a supplier 
of the optical disc; 

reception means for receiving at least one cipher key 
which is transmitted from the supplier of the optical disc; 

calculation means for calculating a title key through a 
calculation process using the cipher key; 

judgement means for judging whether the title key is 
previous^ assigned to said one preferred information of 
the program information; and 

permission means for permitting reproduction of said 
one preferred information of the program information when 
said title key is judged to be previously assigned to said 
one preferred information. 



3%. An optical disc reproduction apparatus for reproducing 
program information of an optical disc wherein the optical 
disc is previously recorded with the program information and 
an optical disc ID which is inherent to the optical disc 
and discriminates the optical disc from other optical discs 
comprising: : 

first readout means for reading out said optical disc 
ID from the optical disc; 
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second readout means for reading- out from the optical 
disc a specific information which specifies at least one 
preferred information of the program information; 

transmission means for transmitting said optical disc 
ID and the specific information to a supplier of the optical 
disc:; 

reception means for receiving at least one cipher key 
which is transmitted from the supplier of the optical disc; 

calculation means for calculating a title key through a 
calculation process by using the cipher key; 

judgement means for judging whether the title key is 
previously assigned to said one preferred information of the 
program information; and 

permission means for permitting reproduction of the 
preferred information of the program information when said 
title key is judged to be previously assigned to said one 
preferred information . 



. An optical disc reproduction apparatus for reproducing 
program information of an optical disc wherein the optical 
disc is previously recorded with the program information and 
an optical disc ID which is inherent to the optical disc 
and discriminates the optical disc from other optical discs 
comprising: 

first readout means for reading out said optical disc 
ID from the optical disc; 

second readout means for reading out from the optical 




disc: 



a specific information which specifies at least one 
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preferred information of the program information; 

transmission means for transmitting said optical disc 
ID read out from the optical disc to a supplier of the 
optical disc; 

reception means for receiving at least one cipher key 
which is transmitted from the supplier of the optical disc; 

calculation means for calculating a title key through a 
calculation process by using the cipher key; 

judgement means for judging whether the title key is 
previously assigned to said one preferred information of the 
program information; and 

permission means for permitting reproduction of said 
one preferred information of the program information when 
said title key is judged to be previously assigned to said 
preferred information . 



An optical disc reproduction apparatus for reproducing 



disc is previously recorded with the program information and 
an optical disc ID which is inherent to the optical disc and 
discriminates the optical disc from other optical discs 
comprising : 

memory means for storing a drive ID inherent to the 
optical disc reproduction apparatus; 

first readout means for reading out said drive ID from 
the memory means ; 

second readout means for reading out from the optical 




program information of an optical disc wherein the optical 



disc 



a specific information which specifies at least one 
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preferred information of the program information; 

transmission means for transmitting said drive ID and 
the specific information to a supplier of the optical disc; 

reception means for receiving at least one cipher key 
which is transmitted from the supplier of the optical disc; 

calculation means for calculating a title key through a 
calculation process by using said cipher key; 

judgement means for judging whether the title key is 
previously assigned to said one preferred information of 
the program information; and 

permission means for permitting reproduction of said 
one preferred information of the program information when 
said title key is judged to be previously assigned to said 
one preferred information. 



\Y 5 . An information reproduction apparatus for reproducing 
program information of a recording medium wherein the 
recording medium is previously recorded with the program 
information and a proper information which is inherent to 
the recording medium and discriminates the recording medium 
from other recording mediums comprising: 

first readout means for reading out from the recording 
medium said proper information; 

second readout means for reading out a cipher key 
recorded in one of a continuing area and an adjoining 
area, wherein said continuing area continues to an area and 
said adjoining area is independent of said continuing area 
and adjoins said area in which said proper information of 
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the recording medium is recorded; 

production means for producing a code number which is 
utilized to reproduce the program information from said 
proper information and the cipher key; and 

permission means for permitting reproduction of the 
program information by using said code number. 



^6. An information reproduction apparatus for reproducing 
program information of a recording medium wherein the 
recording medium is previously recorded with the program 
information and a proper information which is inherent to 
the recording medium and discriminates the recording medium 
from other recording mediums comprising: 

first readout means for reading out from the recording 
medium said proper information; 

second readout means for reading out a cipher key 
recorded in one of a continuing area and an adjoining 
area, wherein said continuing area continues to an area and 
said adjoining area is independent of said continuing area 
and adjoins said area in which said proper information of 
the recording medium is recorded; 

third readout means for reading out from the recording 
medium a specific information which specifies at least one 
preferred information of the program information; 

production means for producing a code number which is 
utilized to reproduce the preferred information of the 
program information from said proper information, the 
cipher key, and the specific information; and 
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permission means for permitting- reproduction of said 
one preferred information of the program information by 
using said code number. 

^/f An information reproduction apparatus for reproducing 
program information of a recording medium wherein the 
recording medium is previously recorded with the program 
information and a proper information which is inherent to 
the recording medium and discriminates the recording medium 
from other recording mediums comprising: 

first readout means for reading out said proper 
information from the recording medium; 

second readout means for reading out a cipher key 
recorded in a magnetic recording area which is provided in 
the recording medium; 

production means for producing a code number which is 
utilized to reproduce the program information recorded in 
the recording medium from said proper information and the 
c ipher key ; and 

permission means for permitting reproduction of the 
program information recorded in the recording medium by 
using said code number. 

An information reproduction apparatus for reproducing 
program information of a recording medium wherein the 
recording medium is previously recorded with the program 
information and a proper information which is inherent to 
the recording medium and discriminates the recording medium 
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from other recording mediums comprising": 

first readout means for reading out said proper 
information from the 
recording medium; 

second readout means for reading out a cipher key 
recorded in a magnetic recording area which is provided in 
the recording medium; 

third readout means for reading out from the recording 
medium a specific information which specifies at least one 
preferred information of the program information; 

production means for producing a code number which is 
utilized to reproduce said one preferred information by 
using said proper information, the cipher key, and the 
specific information; and 

permission means for permitting reproduction of the 
program information recorded in the recording medium by 
using said code number. 



,39. An information reproduction apparatus for reproducing 
program information recorded in an optical disc wherein the 
optical disc is recorded with the program information and a 
cipher key which is recorded in an area other than program 
information area of the optical disc comprising: 

input means for inputting a previously assigned first 
discrimination sentence ; 

reproduction means for reproducing a content in the 
optical disc; and 

reproduction control means for controlling reproduction 
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of said program information of the optical disc by the 
reproduction means wherein the previously assigned first 
discrimination sentence inputted by the input means is 
compared with a second discrimination sentence obtained from 
a cipher key which is read out from the optical disc by the 
reproduction means. 

AQ . An optical disc comprising: 

a first area optically recorded with a proper 
information which is inherent to the optical disc and 
discriminates the optical disc from other optical discs; 
and 

a second area which is one of a continued area and 
an adjoining area wherein said continued area continues to 
the first area and wherein said adjoining area is 
independent of said continued area and adjoins said first 
area, and wherein a recording format of the second area 
is the same as that of the first area, said second area is 
optically recorded with a cipher key reading out the 
program information from the optical disc, wherein the 
cipher key is produced through a calculation process 
according to a predetermined algorithm by using said proper 
information, an arbitrary code number to be determined by a 
user, and a specific information which specifies at least 
one preferred information of the program information 
recorded in the optical disc. 

/ 

y\ . An optical disc: comprising-: 
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a first area optically recorded with a proper 
information which is inherent to the optical disc and 
discriminates the optical disc from other optical discs; and 
a second area of being magnetically recorded with a 
cipher key so as to read out the program information from 
the optical disc wherein the cipher key is produced through 
a calculation process according to a predetermined algorithm 
by using said proper information of the optical disc, a 
arbitrary code number, and a specific information which 
specifies at least one preferred information of the program 
information recorded in the optical disc. 



42. An optical disc comprising: 

/ 

a first area being recorded with program information; 

and 

a second area recorded with a cipher key wherein the 
second area is independent of the first area containing the 
program information, and wherein said cipher key is produced 
by a method comprising: 

a step of assigning a discrimination sentence which is 
utilized for reproducing main information recorded in an 
optical disc by the user; 



specifies at least one preferred information of the main 
information by the user; 

a step of transmitting said discrimination sentence and 
the specific information to a software house; and 

a step of producing a cipher key for reading out said 




step of selecting a specific information which 
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one preferred information wherein the cipher key 
produced through a calculation process according- to a 
predetermined algorithm by using said discrimination 
sentence and the specific information. 



-67- 



